
Over 300 residents of Navi Mumbai participate in an Autism Awareness 

Marathon organized by La Casa School in association with Hiranandani Hospital 

Vashi- A Fortis Network Hospital  

Navi Mumbai, 18th March, 2018: Every year, the 2nd of April is observed as World Autism Awareness Day 

in a hope to spread awareness and support to those affected by it. With this year’s theme being 

‘Assistive Technologies, Active Participation’, like every year, La Casa School, Navi Mumbai  in 

association with Hiranandani Hospital Vashi- A Fortis Network Hospital organized a marathon aimed at 

sensitizing society and making them aware of their social responsibility towards children with special 

needs.  The event also drew support from the Navi Mumbai Municipal Council (NMMC) and other 

citizens who came together for the cause. 

Over 300 students along with their parents participated in two race categories, The Passion Run (5kms) 
and Happy Feet (4km) along Navi Mumbai roads. The event was graced by Dr. Varsha Bhagat, Director, 
Education, Training and Service Centre Public Work Department, Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation 
along with Mrs. Sheena Rath, Founder, La Casa School and Dr. Bandita Sinha, Senior Gynaecologist,  
Hiranandani Hospital Vashi- A Fortis Network Hospital. 
 
Speaking about Autism and the need for awareness, Dr Ashok Hande, Neurosurgeon, Hiranandani 

Hospital Vashi A Fortis Network Hospital, said,” Autism is a neurological impairment which affects 

social and communication skills.  The fact that we need World Autism Awareness Day is because the 

phenomenon of autism is mistakenly linked with mental retardation within our society. It is very 

important for a child who is suffering from Autism to be socially accepted which will help reduce impact 

of the disorder. Children require love and acceptance and inclusion so that they can live the rest of their 

life with dignity and self-respect. ".  
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About Fortis Healthcare Limited: 
Fortis Healthcare Limited is a leading integrated healthcare delivery service provider in India. The healthcare 
verticals of the company primarily comprise hospitals, diagnostics and day care specialty facilities. Currently, the 
company operates its healthcare delivery services in India, Dubai, Mauritius and Sri Lanka with 45 healthcare 
facilities (including projects under development), approximately 10,000 potential beds and 368 diagnostic centres. 
 
 
 
For more information, contact: 

 

 

Fortis Healthcare Ltd. Madison PR 

Priya Bendre- 77385 70894 
priya.bendre@fortishealthcare.com 

 

Desiree Crasto- 98195 41498 
Desiree.crasto@madisonpr.in 

Priyanka Sharma- 8689919923 
priyanka.sharma@madisonpr.in 


