
 
 

2-month old Satara boy treated for Congenital Heart Defect(CHD) at  
S.L Raheja Hospital, Mahim - A Fortis Associate 

~ With next-to-none diagnosis and treatment options in interior rural pockets, the child could not 
receive appropriate treatment ~ 

 
Mahim, Mumbai, August 2018: For Gunwant & Sonali Patil, residents of Satara District, ensuring their 

baby boy Atharva was treated for a sickness that remained undiagnosed, was worrisome. The parents 

ran from pillar to post in search of aid after their child took ill. Through the reference of a local doctor, 

the parents brought their child to S.L Raheja Hospital, Mahim - A Fortis Associate, under the care of Dr 

Dwarkanath Kulkarni, Consultant, Cardiac Surgeon, at the hospital. Post a series of tests, the 2-month 

old who weighed a mere 2.5Kgs was diagnosed with a Congenital Heart Defect (CHD).  

 

Primary diagnosis revealed that the vessels carrying pure blood from the Lungs were going to the wrong 

chamber of the Heart, known as Total Anomalous Pulmonary Venous Connection (TAPVC). Dr. Kulkarni 

and the team of specialists comprising of Dr Pravin Lovhane, ICU Intensivist, Dr Sushil Raut, 

Anaesthetist, and Dr Asmita Mahajan, Consultant Neonatologist & Pediatrician, suggested that the 

infant be operated upon on an immediate basis. To repair the defect, an open-heart surgery was 

performed where the Pulmonary Veins were rejoined to the Left Atrium, and the Atrial Septal Defect 

(ASD) was closed. In such conditions, initial symptoms include bluish coloring of the skin, high 

respiratory rate, thin built and reduced weight gain. If not diagnosed and treated on time, the disease 

may progress rapidly and lead to death.  

 

Speaking about the nature of the case, Dr Dwarkanath Kulkarni, Consultant, Cardiac Surgeon, S.L 

Raheja Hospital, Mahim - A Fortis Associate, said, “In cases like this, symptoms usually develop soon 

after birth; these can be diagnosed during the 9 months of pregnancy through anomaly scans. However, 

due to inadequacies in diagnostic facilities in rural areas, identification of the disease and treatment 

options is unmet. Depending on the progress of the disease, emergency intervention is required and 

failure to conduct the same can lead to death. Mortality rates for such conditions are extremely high, if 

appropriate medical aid is not provided”.  

 

Father of Atharva, Mr Gunwant Patil, a Lab Help, said, “We are very grateful to the doctors and the 

entire team at the hospital. If it wasn’t for them, our life story would have been different. We were 

unaware of our child’s disease and are indebted to the doctors and nurses for having saved our only 

child. With financial aid coming in from different channels, Atharva’s surgery was done for free”.  

 

Adding about the condition of the child, Dr Sachin Deshpande, Consultant Pediatric Cardiac Intensivist, 

S.L Raheja Hospital, Mahim - A Fortis Associate, said, “Baby Atharva responded well to surgery and was 

housed in the PICU for five days. He is now fit to go home, devoid of any complications. We have 

addressed the parents on regular follow-ups with a Pediatric Cardiologist”.  

 

SL Raheja Hospital, Mahim- A Fortis Associate has been striving towards the diagnosis and treatment of 

Congenital Heart Disease (CHD) amongst children in rural areas, through special camps set up at various 



 
 

districts across the state. Six months since the initiative, over 170 pediatric cardiac surgeries and 

procedures have been conducted and little lives have been saved across Pune, Jalgaon, Gadchiroli, 

Nagpur, Nanded, Nandurbar, Nasik, Aurangabad, Beed, Dhule, Indapur, Kolhapur, Latur, Parbhani, 

Sindhudurg and Solapur. Through the financial support lent by various NGO’s, monetary assistance has 

been enabled for such families.  

 

About TAPVC: 

Here the veins from the lungs attach to the heart in abnormal positions and this leads to oxygenated blood 

entering or leaking into the wrong chamber. Oxygen-rich (red) blood in the right atrium from the pulmonary 

veins mixes with the low-oxygen (bluish) blood from the body. This mixture partly passes through the atrial 

septum (atrial septal defect) into the left atrium. It then enters the left ventricle, further into the aorta and 

subsequently out to the body. Blood passing through this stream does not have a normal volume of oxygen 

which causes the child to turn blue. 

-- 

 

About Fortis Healthcare Limited: 

Fortis Healthcare Limited is a leading integrated healthcare delivery service provider in India. The healthcare 

verticals of the company primarily comprise hospitals, diagnostics and day care specialty facilities. Currently, the 

company operates its healthcare delivery services in India, Dubai, Mauritius and Sri Lanka with 45 healthcare 

facilities (including projects under development), approximately 10,000 potential beds and 372 diagnostic centres.  

 

Fortis Healthcare Ltd. Madison PR 

Priya Bendre - 77385 70894 
Priya.bendre@fortishealthcare.com 

 

Desiree Crasto- 98195 41498 
Desiree.crasto@madisonpr.in 

Saloni Dave- 96648 53836 
Saloni.dave@madisonpr.in   

Fortis Healthcare Ltd. 
Head - Corporate Communications 

Ajey Maharaj: +919871798573 
ajey.maharaj@fortishealthcare.com 

mailto:Priya.bendre@fortishealthcare.com
mailto:Desiree.crasto@madisonpr.in
mailto:Saloni.dave@madisonpr.in
mailto:ajey.maharaj@fortishealthcare.com

